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7TKH\ 6BRXWK $UH 7KH )XWhet HWWiétDaBdWhEL is The Futur

Well, according to UNESCO, “youthhood is a period of transition from the
dependence of childhood to adulthood’s independence and awareness of
interdependence as member of a community”. So it is a more fluid category than
a fixed age-group. According to Commonwealth to which Sierra Leone is a
member, “a youth is anyone between 18 and 35 years of age”. This age
limitation can be less or higher in some other countries.

When | related the above definitions to the World Health Organisation (WHO)’s
2013/2014 global life expectancy index which rated Sierra Leone at 46, a
significant increment though as compared to previous years, yet one of the
lowest in the world when compared to countries like Switzerland and Germany
who were rated between 80 and 83 respectively in the same year, | could
imagine that about half of the country’s 7 million population is youth and that
almost all the decision-makers are living corpses. Ironically, section 41 of the
1991 constitution stated that “no person shall be qualified for election as president
of the republic unless he/she has attained the age of 40 years”, which clearly tells




